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Association of Professional Music Therapists

British Association of Art Therapists

British Association of Dramatherapists   

British Association and College of Occupational Therapists
 The British Dietetic Association

British Association of Prosthetists and Orthotists

British and Irish Orthoptic Society

Chartered Society of Physiotherapy

College of Paramedics

Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists

Society of Chiropodists and Podiatrists

Society and College of Radiographers

DRAFT MINUTES OF AHPFS MEETING

Thursday, 1 September 2011, 10.30am –4.00pm

Long Term Conditions Alliance, 349 Bath Street, Glasgow  G2 4AA
	Present:

Maggie Nicol, Convenor, AHPFS

Margaret Grant, Chartered Society of Physiotherapy

Kenryck Lloyd Jones, Chartered Society of Physiotherapy

Margot McBride, Society & College of Radiographers

Elizabeth Stow, Society & College of Radiographers

Anne Lamb, British Dietetic Association

Nicola Morris, British Dietetic Association

Elizabeth MacDonald, British Association & College of Occupational Therapists

Fiona Gilmour, British Association of Prosthetists & Orthotists

Jennifer Stewart, British & Irish Orthoptic Society

Moira Little, Royal College of Speech & Language Therapists

Kim Hartley, Royal College of Speech & Language Therapists 

Paul Gowens, College of Paramedics

Rachael King, British Association of Art Therapists

Mary McFarlane, Secretariat AHPFS

Apologies:

Marie Donaghy, Vice Convenor, AHPFS

David Rarity, Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists

Karen Utting, Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists

Dawn Mitchell, British Association & College of Occupational Therapists

E Neilson, Society & College of Radiographers

G Smyth, British Association of Dramatherapists

V Karkou, British Association of Dramatherapists

G Dainty, Association of Professional Music Therapists


	Agenda item
	Action by

	1. Welcome & introductions

Maggie welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
New members Paul Gowens, representative of the College of Paramedics and Rachael King, representative of the British Association of Art Therapists were introduced and welcomed.
	

	2. Apologies
As above. 
	

	3.  Approve Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 24 May 2011 were approved, subject to the Amendment to spelling of ‘Country Councillor’ on p3.

	

	4. Matters Arising

AHP Direct Patient contact – Members agreed to endorse the draft joint statement on health checks from NES.  Secretary to contact NES with two suggested amendments:

a) request that Paramedics are included in the first paragraph;

b) request amendment to ‘Arts therapies’.
It was agreed that the joint statement should be brought to attention of AHP Federation – Secretariat to forward to Paul Hitchcock.


	Sec
Sec

	5.  Reports
	

	Convenor’s Report

MN reported that it had been a busy time since last meeting.
Some AHPs had met with Jackie Baillie at the Scottish Parliament.  Discussions included reference to figures on vacancy management and other issues not shown in ISD figures; the use of term Doctors and Nurses – AHPs included in this heading but no general understanding of what AHPs as a group represent; AHP Directors and their part in the Executive team.   

Profession specific discussions – topics not highlighted in Scottish Government diary in any way.   Jackie Baillie asked E Stow, SCoR, to prepare a briefing paper.

Workforce data and case studies to be provided.   Possible motion for debate would be helpful – need to agree terms of Motion.   Information for discussion with Nicola Sturgeon could be used for this too.

Disestablishment of posts – downgrading replacement positions – loss of experienced workforce.  Need to highlight this in figures. 

MN had participated in NES HCSW survey and would attend a meeting on 5 Sept to feedback on this.   

M Nicol sits on NMAHP coordinating council for Quality Strategy – drew attention to document from Linda Miller – suggest members should look at this as it is important document on outcome measures.   

MN attended conference at Dunblane Hydro on Person Centred care re Quality Strategy – big meeting on all aspects of person centred care.   Proceedings to be circulated when available.   

Marie Donaghy had attended discussion on integration of Health and Social Care – more info to be circulated when available.  
MN has commented on the AHP Community & Primary care workforce project – scoping project?  
Letters to Ministers had been sent as agreed at last meeting.  Positive responses have been received with an invitation from Nicola Sturgeon (NS)  to a meeting on 14 September – other ministers have asked AHPFS to raise initial questions with NS rather than have  individual meetings with them.
MN had also engaged in discussion with ADSG members.
	Sec to forward copy to members

MN/Sec

MD/Sec

	Chartered Society of Physiotherapy 

World physical therapy day will be 8 September.   Encourage ‘Workout at work’.   KLJ attending Scottish Parliament on 8 September - provision of workstation tips and organising a lunchtime walk.

Moves afoot in Dept of Health on prescribing rights for AHPs – may affect other PBs.

Protection of vulnerable groups two issues were raised: clinical placements students must be members of the scheme – as not NHS employees they need to meet upfront costs of joining the scheme.  Does not seem fair to students – big cost.   Suggestion that new staff will also have to pay – cost £59 – big issue.

E Stow – Chair of staff-side terms & conditions committee.  They are currently concerned with who pays for employees new or current, and who pays for students.   Health dept advising on situation re students paying.    Fraught situation re new employees – new starts expected to pay it themselves as this is a passport needed in order to be employable. Unilateral decision made; members angry at lack of consultation and complaints will be lodged.
NHS Boards have taken blanket approach: charge to all.  Should look at risk element and how it is managed.  

This new scheme would replace Disclosure Scotland – initial registration plus periodic updates.  Independent therapists likely to register.

AHPFS will write to express concern on dual problem (students & staff) to acting Chief Executive of Health Service – Derek Feeley (cc J Lunday).  Whole-heartedly support principle of protection of vulnerable people but concerned at how this is being applied.

	Convenor

	RCSLT 

Annual meeting in Perth on 8 September – Keynote speaker, Peter Mullan.   Discussion on SLTs working in diverse situations – exploration of how to exploit opportunities to develop SLT career.

Giving Voice launch 26 October – Communication Saves – emphasis on preventative spend agenda – to coincide with discussion of Finance Bill.

Sponsored by MSPs Jackie Baillie and Richard Simpson.


	

	Society & College of Radiographers
Seeking to cover whole of Scotland with Advanced Practitioners.   Skills of those with advanced training not being utilised to the full.   Picked up by regional planning groups. 

Year of Radiotherapy – raise awareness of radiotherapy role in cancer treatment.   Working with Cancer Research UK Scotland Office – will attend Cross Party Cancer group in Sept.   New accelerated scanner in Edinburgh – need adequate staff and resources to operate this.  Modern techniques targeted and effective.  
	

	BIOS
Concentration on training issues – discussions with NES.   Tender out for provision of course in Scotland.  HPC visit to Glasgow Caledonian in October – hope to have intake for next year.   Four year degree course.  Possibility of DoH reduction in courses in England, but DoH does not commission posts in Scotland.

	

	BDA

Launch of malnutrition campaign in October.  Particular focus on elderly in the community.  Fact sheets have been issued – available from website.


	

	British Association & College of Occupational Therapists 

Influence blue badge reforms – principally with OT and Physios.  Assessors to be OTs and Physios under new scheme.     

OT Event ‘Making your business better’ – Michael Matheson MSP involved.

Social Work directors implementing their part of agreement on community services.


	

	College of Paramedics

Working with Universities about supporting colleagues in primary care and on prescribing.  Attendance at serious incidents – important to have practitioners who can prescribe or need support from other professions.

New education and training module.  Moving into more professional arena.

Working time directives – working with Scottish Government about how to move forward and ensure provision of safe service and staff with appropriate skills.


	

	BAAT

Working nationally on research and evidence base.  Up-dating of evidence base.  Feedback on SIGN guidelines on Schizophrenia – meeting in October.   Also concern on issues re workforce.

	

	AHP Strategic Workforce Steering Group
KH reported concentration at most recent meeting on NQPs – and placements.   KH had requested info from members to put into discussion but received no response; it would be helpful if information could be provided to inform discussion.   No list of action points available.
Kay Sandilands survey – KH suggested she should be invited to next meeting of AHPFS.  Need to provide solid evidence of issues in order to inform discussions.   Positive messages and challenges to be fed back.

All PBs were requested to ensure information is fed to Kim.  Should not be up to PBs to provide info to the Health Directorate.  Members wondered if the  W/F group has enough teeth – what is it there to do?

Paul raised issues in Ambulance Service around skill mix changes, rather than reduction in numbers.  Vacant posts not being filled with like for like.

	KH send brief to Rachael
PB reps

	AHP Banks 
Claire Ronald had nothing to report.

Moira Little informed members that the Lothian project was working in some professional areas.
	

	AHP Leadership working group

No report.

KH to request ideas from members for inclusion in leadership workplan for AHPs.


	KH/AHPFS members

	6.  AOCB

NES – AHP Career fellowship review

Review panel sitting on 13 September.   Dawn who did the previous panel unable to attend so Margot McBride agreed to do this.  Secretariat to send her contact details to NES.


	Sec

	LTCAS Fringe – SNP Conference

Topic at SNP Fringe – integration of Health and Social Care (Louise Wanczycki).   Members agreed it would be worthwhile to participate in this.   

KLJ & KH attending Conference.   MN could also attend.

Small table top and banner with leaflets available.

Plea for members to submit information so that representatives can represent AHPFS key messages.  Follow up by e-mail to work on this.

Perspective of LTCAS will be that of the service user. Concentrate of effect on patient and practitioner.

Sec to enquire of LTCAS re cost for individual passes.  Members to contact MN if interested in attending. 
	Sec

Members/
Sec

Sec/members


	Elaine Hunter

AHP Advisers in Mental Health (memo 24 August)
Reshaping Care in Mental Health Division – invitation to be involved in consultation taking place between Oct 2011 and Jan 2012.  
Invite member of reshaping care team to attend next AHPFS meeting. 


	Convenor/

Sec

	Healthcare Quality Standards

Assuring Person Centred Safe & Effective care – quality standards on risk management.
Draft Standards available for comment – consultation period ends 30 Sept.  Professional Bodies to respond individually

	Sec to forward link to members

	Judy Gibson – Vocational rehab

Secondment as Health & Work Advisor in Health & Healthcare Improvement division

Convenor will be meeting her on 15 September – will feedback to members to see what involvement of AHPs might be.   Elizabeth MacDonald to forward copy of job description.   
	Convenor

EM

	Intermediate Care Event – 27 October

Elizabeth MacDonald attending this event.   Looking for examples of good practice on intermediate care.    Draft strategy will be available to consider at event – contributions to this would be welcome.   More information to be circulated. Isla Bissett is coordinating this.  AHPs should feature heavily in this.

Free event – register if interested.   Sec to send details to Rachael King and Paul Gowans.  


	EM
Sec

	Any Qualified Practitioner

Jennifer Stewart raised the issue that in England any qualified practitioner can tender to provide service – eg Chiropractors; need to be aware of this practice – potential for loss of posts.


	

	Regulation of Independent Practitioners

KLJ raised this topic as a consultation document was issued some time ago.  Responses from NES suggested regulation should apply to all professions; CSP suggested that HPC regulation was sufficient.   Prospect of bringing AHPS under regulation is still on Agenda for Scottish Government Health Quality team.  

Rachael King had been involved in submission on ‘Any willing provider’ and told members this needs to have an eye kept on it.   

Margaret Grant asked if more people are registering as private practitioners.   If people were unable to obtain treatment under NHS she wondered if they were going to the private sector instead.  May vary between professions.   Considerable number of private practitioners in SLT.

A number of individuals now working part time for NHS and part-time as independents.  Independent regulation could price out small practices.
Agreed that reduction in local authority spending will have impact on services.


	

	SIGN Consultation

Rachael King asked if AHPFS has direct input to SIGN.   Individual PBs tend to contribute to this.

An AHP sits on the SIGN board – Lesley Holdsworth.

New AHP Advisory Forum being led by June Wylie.
	

	7 ACTION PLAN
	

	Meeting with Nicola Sturgeon, 14 September 2011 4pm at Scottish Parliament (pre-meet at 1.30pm at 49 North Castle Street, Edinburgh)
Introduce AHPFS and open discussion.

Themes:

1. Long term consequences of strategic planning for workforce – concern about this – surge of elderly people – need to grow workforce to meet needs of that population.  Implications for education/ consequences.   KLJ to lead

2. Change Fund - £70m – especially for reshaping older people’s service.   Looking at reshaping care/partnerships.   Are AHPs being offered access to that money?  EMacD to lead.  (seek info from Sonya Lam)
3. Seek to set up Minimum Clinical standards for workforce – levels of supervision etc – possible guidelines on this.   How does this affect outcomes for patients?  KH to lead. Amend to ‘Quality Service standards’. 
Members discussed what information should be presented to the Minister.  
It was agreed that the Convenor and three Professional Officers would attend but a  clinician should also be in the delegation.   Moira Little to check if she would be able to attend.

Report of discussions to be circulated to members after the meeting.

Future work plan to be discussed at the next meeting once outcome of the meeting with Nicola Sturgeon is known.


	ML/AL

MN/Sec

	Nicola Morris will send chart she has drawn up – Sec to circulate
	NM/Sec

	The Convenor thanked members for their attendance and input to discussion.

The Meeting closed at 3.05pm.   
	

	8  Date & Time of Next Meetings

Monday, 5 December 2011 

Provisional booking made at Elliott House, Edinburgh (tbc)

Thursday, 2 February 2012

LTCAS, 349 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 4AA
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